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Dear Citizens:
I am proud to present to you the first look at design concepts for Gateway Green, a
beautification program for Springfield Green. This “Design Conceptual” booklet has
been prepared for community leaders, design consultants and local officials so that they
may make informed decisions to support streetscape projects and beautification initiatives
based on the enclosed designs. This Design Conceptual will also be used by Springfield
Green Design Team members to layout projects that will encourage revitalization in
commercial and residential areas, particularly at the city gateways and major corridors.
Many of these projects are designed to provide continuity for the gateways leading into
our city’s heart, downtown. It is our hope that the success of this initiative will lead to
increased property values and growth in economic development. Springfield Green
Project & Design Committee members formulated this landscape concept for the city
with the objective of benefiting the environment, and improving the quality of life for
residents and visitors.
Besides the Springfield Green Advisory Committee members, I would like to thank the
many citizens, city personnel and Downtown Springfield, Inc., members, who have
volunteered for this beautification initiative. I also want to thank those who volunteered
their time to put together this Design Conceptual. Gateway Green represents an exciting
opportunity to enhance our City streetscapes and I hope we can encourage community
support of these programs as we enter Phase II of Springfield Green major projects.
Sincerely,

Timothy J. Davlin
Mayor
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Philosophy
Gateway Green serves as the foundation for Design Teams to
carry out large-scale landscape projects that realign Springfield
streetscapes to its Prairie roots. Using native plants, landscape
designs can add color and greenery to our streets and gateways
that lead into our city’s heart, the downtown.
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Methods
Springfield Green Design Teams will strive for
continuity of design based on guidelines established by
the Project & Design Committee for all project types
including those for intersections, medians and
container plantings. These teams will adapt design
concepts to complement the land and associated
infrastructure.
Repetition of plant material layered spatially and
designed for the seasons combined with hardscape
elements that hold true to the established theme will
provide unity in design. Staying true to the integrity of
the design saves time, money and energy. Providing a
dramatic interplay of texture, color, scent and sound
for visitors and residents that interact with these spaces
will be visually appealing.
Controlled Prairie through mass plantings of the sister
plants of Illinois’ past will soften the urban effect with
their textured elements throughout the four seasons.
Bold, large-scale sweeps of repeated plants and
accents will provide the backdrop needed to create
human scale between nature and city. The use of
Prairie-style plants will minimize maintenance and
hardiness issues.
There is an art and a science to creating designs that bring roadways and
infrastructure together into the best possible relationship. These designs must be
exciting, vibrant, alive—and particularly attune to all the seasons to have maximum
effect and benefit.
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Design Elements
Streetscape projects will be on display every day of the year. It is
essential that they be the proper scale and designed to attract the
viewer traveling by car or foot. Utilizing a limited plant list in
large project areas will provide maximum impact, color and
textural contrasts. Dramatic bold sweeps are detectable at high
speeds and great distances.
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Design for All Seasons
Seasonal rotation of plants will be carried out with
structural winter forms softened by the vivid hues of
budding spring foliage, sparkling with swaths of
daffodils, tulips and pansies that give way to the vibrant
raucous colors of summer. Summer’s heat melts
luscious orange, lemon yellow and hot red into
autumn’s bittersweet, burgundy and amber
contrasts. Color, texture, scale, seasonal lighting
and maintenance requirements must be considered
in every aspect of design.
Public gardens are a powerful tool in the effort to
reclaim the urban attributes of concrete and hard
edges. Bringing these streetscapes closer to
nature is integral to softening city infrastructure.
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Plant Varieties
Color Annuals
Tropical Annuals
Black Eyed Susan
Black Gum
Crabapple
Daylily
Echinacea
Hardy Hibiscus
Hawthorn
Hydrangea
Ornamental grasses
Sage
Sedum
Serviceberry
Shrub Roses
Tiger Eyes Sumac
Viburnum
Witch Hazel

5

Appendix 1

Appendix 2

Appendix 3
Planters for All Seasons
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